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treadLightly
Our proposed modern, 
ecological design seeks 
to ‘tread lightly’ by 
restoring the 
environment through 
landscape, celebrating 
the lightness of the 
architecture and 
honoring our past 
through steps towards 
reconciliation
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perspective facing 
northwest-
spring landscape

our past

 Our team has contacted the Moccasin Identifi er project, developed by Carolyn King in 
partnership with Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation and Th e Greenbelt Foundation, to 
promote public awareness of signifi cant cultural historic sites and the ancestral presence of 
First Nations, Metis and Indigenous Communities. Th ey are interested in partnering for an 
installation on the OAA site.  With the installation, there would also be an opportunity for 
education.  

 Our concept for the installation includes a ‘river’ leading to the front door consisting of 
concrete stamped with the moccasin stencil, providing a daily reminder of the connection 
First Nations have to the site.  An educational panel will be mounted by the front entrance 
with information about the installation.   

architecture

Inspired by the architecture of the building, 
that has a ‘lightness’ in both its colour and 
elevated design, we sought to restore the connection 
between the building and its environment. 

We have invited the Don River back up to the building through 
native plantings, as well as opened the front of the building to the 
Don River.  Removing the retaining wall from the front, and extending 
the patio greatly improves sightlines and safety as well as provides a functional event space.  
We have made full use of the view with the addition of a pergola and patio that echoes the 
lines of the vestibule infront of the new cistern. 
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CURB CUT

CURB CUT

CURVED SHADE 
      PERGOLA
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TABLES AND BENCHES
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SUN BENCHES
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POURED CONCRETE WALLS 
AT ENTRANCE FOR NEW
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THE MOCCASIN PROJECT
INTERPRETATION PANEL

LINED RIVER STONE NATURAL IRRIGATION 
CHANNEL UTILIZING RAIN WATER FROM
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RELOCATED OVERHEAD
PARKING LIGHT FIXTURES

REPLACE CURB WITH INDIVIDUAL 
CURBS TO ALLOW DRAINAGE TO FLOW
FROM PARKING LOT TO RAIN GARDEN

PERMEABLE PAVERS ‘ECORASTER BLOXX’ TO BE 
INSTALLED IN OUTDOOR PARKING AND DRIVEWAY AREAS
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FOLDING TABLES AND CHAIRS
FOUR DIRECTIONS IMPRESSION IN 
POURED CONCRETE PATIO

SALVAGE AND RE-USE EXISTING
PAVERS LAID IN HERRINGBONE 
PATTERN

PROJECTION WALL FOR OUTDOOR EVENTS 
AND MEETINGS

POURED CONCRETE STEPS WITH 
DOUBLE HANDRAIL, LANDING
AND NEW SOLAR LIGHTING BOLLARDS

POURED CONCRETE WITH
MOCCASSINS STAMPED ONTO
BRUSHED SURFACE

CURB CUT

REMOVE EXISTING
CHAINLINK FENCE

SCALE 1:300 METRIC
site plan
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Ix Ilex verticillata winterberry holly

Ro Rubus odoratus purple flowering raspberry
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planting plan

The planting design bridges the vertical gap between the 
building and the ground plane with trees that naturally 
have a strong narrow and vertical presence infront of the 
building.  Mass plantings based in a grass matrix with 
swathes of colour provide a scale and animation to the site 
that is currently lacking.  There will be colours changing 
with the seasons in the gardens for year-round interest. 
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SCALE 1:400 METRIC
stormwater site planenvironment 

 Seeking to minimize our environmental 
‘footprint’, we have developed a comprehensive 
stormwater plan that will exemplify current 
stormwater management through the use of Low-
Impact Development (LID) and Best Management 
Practices (BMP).

 Design features include permeable driveway and 
outdoor parking areas, that drain to four rain gardens 
designed to capture and fi lter rainfall.  Surface 
pollutants, such as dirt and oils, will settle within the 
catchbasins using CB-Shield retrofi ts and smaller 
fi ne particles will settle out inside the underground 
storage units (ADS Stormtech Chambers), achieving 
virtually 95% pollutant removal from storm runoff  
prior to infi ltration.  Our fi nal water polishing occurs 
through an oil and grit separator connecting all 
stormwater management features before discharging 
to the City’s storm sewer network.

 Storm runoff  directly from the building rooft op 
will be intercepted from the internal downspout and 
directed into a 30,000 litre storage tank (Cistern). 
Th e purpose of this is to achieve permanent onsite 
retention through rain-water capture and reuse for 
purposes including irrigation and use in a river stone 
water feature. 
 


